
Important Information on Prescribing/Dosing Convention

Dear Dr…,

ACERYCAL is the flexible combination of perindopril arginine, an ACE inhibitor, and amlodipine, a CALcium
channel blocker hence the name ACEryCAL. In order to ensure that patients are prescribed and
dispensed the intended dose it is important to follow the convention highlighted below:

Always ACE inhibitor dose 1st + CALcium Channel Blocker dose 2nd

ACERYCAL is available in four strengths with distinctive coloured packaging and different shape of tablets
to aid recognition from both pharmacist and patient perspectives. The availability of 4 strengths enables
flexible prescribing and better control of blood pressure1.

ACERYCAL is indicated as substitution therapy for treatment of essential hypertension and/or stable
coronary artery disease, in patients already controlled with perindopril and amlodipine given currently at
the same dose level2.

Yours sincerely,

_______________ ______________________
Laurence Galichet Bronagh Killen MPSI PhD
Product Manager CV Group Product Manager

N.B. All medication errors/adverse reactions should be reported to Servier (01) 6638110. Any suspected
adverse reaction can also be reported to the pharmacovigilance section of the IMB in the usual manner
using the on-line reporting function on the IMB website (www.imb.ie) or alternatively by contacting the
IMB at 01 6764971.

1. Bahl V. et al. Am. J. Cardiovasc. Drugs 2009; (3):135-142. 2. Acerycal Summary of Product Characteristics July 2009.
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Acerycal Abbreviated Prescribing Information

International non-proprietary name: perindopril arginine, amlodipine. Composition: Each tablet contains perindopril arginine, a long-

acting ACE inhibitor, and amlodipine besylate, a calcium channel blocker. Acerycal 5mg/5mg contains perindopril 5mg and amlodipine 

5mg: one white rod-shaped tablet. Acerycal 5mg/10mg contains perindopril 5mg and amlodipine 10mg: one white square-shaped tablet. 

Acerycal 10mg/5mg contains perindopril 10mg and amlodipine 5mg: one white triangular-shaped tablet. Acerycal 10mg/10mg contains 

perindopril 10mg and amlodipine 10mg: one white round tablet. Indications: Acerycal is indicated as substitution therapy for treatment 

of essential hypertension and/or stable coronary artery disease, in patients already controlled with perindopril and amlodipine given 

currently at the same dose level. Dosage and administration: Oral route. One tablet daily, preferably taken in the morning and before 

a meal. The fixed-dose combination is not suitable for initial therapy. If a change of dosage is required, the dose of Acerycal can be 

modified or individual titration with free combination may be considered. Contraindications: Absolute: Known allergy to perindopril or 

to any other ACE inhibitor, history of angioedema associated with previous ACE inhibitor therapy, hereditary or idiopathic angioedema, 

pregnancy, lactation, severe hypotension, hypersensitivity to amlodipine or to any other dihydropyridines, shock including cardiogenic 

shock, obstruction of the outflow tract of the left ventricle (high-grade aortic stenosis), unstable angina pectoris, heart failure after 

acute myocardial infarction during the first 28 days. Relative: Concomitant use not recommended: combination therapy with lithium, 

potassium salts, potassium-sparing diuretics and certain medicines that cause heart rhythm disorders, estramustine. Precautions: 

Assess renal function before and during treatment. Renovascular hypertension. Surgery/anesthesia. Renal failure: the dose should 

be cautiously adjusted in accordance with the creatinine clearance (refer to complete data sheet). Symptomatic hypotension is rarely 

seen, but is more likely to happen in volume-depleted patients, those receiving diuretics, or with the first two doses. In patients 

taking diuretics, stop the diuretic 3 days before starting perindopril arginine/amlodipine. A diuretic may be given later in combination 

if necessary. Potassium-sparing diuretics are not recommended. Patients with impaired hepatic function: amlodipine’s half-life is 

prolonged. Drug should be administered with caution and with close monitoring of liver enzymes. In one third of patients with heart 

failure, amlodipine was associated with increased reports of pulmonary edema, although there was no significant difference versus 

placebo. Patients should be treated with caution. Precautions should be taken according to concomitant therapy (i.e. drug interactions). 

Interactions: Diuretics, sympathomimetics, gold, nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, antidiabetic agents, dantrolene, CYP3A4 

inducers (rifampicin, hypericum perforatum, carbamazepine, phenobarbital, phenytoin, fosphenytoin, primidone), CYP3A4 inhibitors 

(itraconazole, ketoconazole), beta-blockers in heart failure, baclofen, corticosteroid, tetracosactide, alpha-blockers, amifostine, tricyclic 

antidepressants, antipsychotics, anesthetics, immunosuppressive agents. Undesirable effects: Asthenia, dizziness, headache, mood 

swings and/or sleep disturbance, cramps, hypotension, allergic reaction, skin rashes, gastrointestinal disorders, dry cough, dry mouth, 

risk of dehydration in the elderly and in patients suffering from heart failure, blood test abnormalities.  Presentation: Container of 30 

tablets. Keep the container tightly closed to protect against moisture. PA 568/018/001-004.  PA Holder: Les Laboratoires Servier, 22 rue 

Garnier, 92220 Neuilly-sur-Seine, France. Date of First Authorisation: 13th June 2008. Date of Revision of the Text: July 2009

Further information available from: Servier Laboratories Ireland Ltd, Block 2, West Pier Business Campus, Old Dunleary Road, Dún 

Laoghaire, Co Dublin. Tel: (01) 6638110 Fax: (01) 6638120. www.servier.ie.


